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VII 

PHAN THll BAY 

NHdN VAT HOA KI&U Hdl tAy MCfl QUA 


NHONG NHGN VAT TRUNG HOA DAC SAC 
NHllT Tlf BUOI TAY SANG NAM VIET 


Trong sich khao ve Ton Tho Ttfofng, ong Khuong 
Viet co ghi ncfi trifcmg 51 va 52 ring n&m 1866 c6 cu6c d£u 
xao dau tien trong xur va qua ngay mong bon thing ba c6 
biy le phat phan thudng tri/dc mit quy ong: T6n Tho 
TiJdng, tri phu Tran Tor Ca, tri huyen Nguyen Vin Thi, 
giao sif Trifcfng Vinh Ky, cung nhtfng ong: Carniro, 
Semane, Manmehdorff, Dunlop, Mettler, Wang Tai va Tan 
Phat. 

Toi khong truy nguyen ro Tan Phat la ngucfi quoc 
tich nao. Den nhtf Wang Tai, cic sach diipc doc deu ky am 
theo Phap van, khong co ghi chCf Han kbm theo, nen khong 
tai nao biet danh tanh ong cho ro, ho Viftfng ho&c ho 
Hoang, v.v...? Chi thay noi Wang Tai co nhi d Sd Thtfong 
chanh hien nay va ong la mot thi/cfng gia ten tuoi nhdft 
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nhi buoi giao thdi. 

Ve cac nhan vat t&m tieng liy liing cua gicSi Trung 
Hoa xin ke: 


Hui Bon Hoa 

Tuc danh “Chu Hoa”, mac diu ve sau danh vong ldn, 
dia vi cao, cung khong ai goi “Ong Hoa” bao gid. Sdm 
nhap Phap tich, ndn ky am theo Phap nguf lam v^y roi 
goi nhu vay cho den dcfi ddi, khong ro theo Han td ha 
danh hh tanh? Den nay cac con chau luon luon hoa thuan, 
gia tai giuf nguyen ven khong chia phan manh mun, chi 
cung nhau chia lcri tcrc, vk m6i khi can dung mot so" tien to 
tat thi ngtfdi trong ho phai xin chuf ky cua ngUdi trddng 
huynh khi £y ngan hang mdi phdt bac. Nhd gitf gin co 
phiftmg phap cho nen sii nghiep Hui Bon Hoa ngdy mpt dd 
so them mai, khong soft me miy may nao. Scf khori Chu 
Hoa nghe dau hun hiep vdi mot ngtfdi Phap bao thau 
khuyech trdtfng cac tiem cim do (Mont de piete) trong 
Nam Ky. Ve sau ra hun, ngtldi Phdp dude chia mot so tiln 
to ldn va lam chu vinh viln cdc san nghiep dat cat mien 
Luc Tinh. Hien nay, pho xd Sai Gon mot phln ldn la cua 
Cong ty Hui Bon Hoa l&m chu. Nhung cong ty ndy difdc 
tieng la rat “biet dilu” va khong eo sach, lam kho ngddi 
mirdn pho. 

Noi den Chu Hoa, tat nhien phai nhac lai cic bang 
trddng, chu nha may, 16 gach, tiem buon ldn, nhOng tay 
cd phu tuy lhm giau cho ho da danh, nhdng cung giup ich 
rat nhieu cho sir md mang thanh vdpng kinh te miin Nam, 
trong so" toi chi biet so nhurng vi sau ndy, va r§."t mong cdc 
bac lao thanh bo tuc cho them ddy du. 
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Chu Hy 

(Khuyet danh tdnh). C6 tau chay kh&p Luc Tinh, hi 
dbbng ndo c6 tau Tay hang Van tai dubng song rach 
(Compagnie des Merssageries Fluviales) thi co tau Chu 
Hy (nhu hoai Bdc co cong ty Bach Thdi Budi) chay kem, 
gia v4 re hern, com nude di chiu, b6 hdnh cung biet dai 
horn, nhung ve gib khdc thl khong dung h&n nhu tau hang 
Phap. Den bay gib, con cau thubng nhdc: 

Di tau Chu Hy, d ph6 Chu Hda 

Nam Long, c<5 nhd mdy xay gao bdn ra ngoai quoc. 

Nam Hdi, nay c6n nhd d dubng Nguyen V&n Sdm 
(d’Ayot cfl). 

Di Sanh Long, tiqm bdn thuoc bdc tai Chef Lbn. 

Nhi Thien Dubng, nay van con. 

Dong Thanh, tidm bdn vdng Id danh tieng. Chuyen 
ban vdng nguyen chdt ddnh ra Id mong, din dung mot 
luqng, ngodi gdi giay trdng, trong g6i mpt ldp gidy bach 
vd mbt ldp giay dd va c6 in hinh con ngpa. Trung binh 
m5i luqng vang thud trifdc la ndm mUcri, sdu mUcri dong 
hac “con co” (piastre mexicaine). 

Dbn nam 1919, vang sut gia cbn lai mubi tam, mubi 
chin dong bac Dong Duong moi luqng. Qua ndm 1943, 
1944, Nhut do bo, vang vot len mQt trdm dong, sau mqt 
tr&m ndm chuc dong mot luqng. Ngay nay moi luqng lin 
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xuong b6n ngin, nam ngan bac giay c 6 hon, thi$t li mot 
trcri mot vtic. 

Vi Kinh Trang, la ong thay coi tudng, moi lan xem 
nim cit bac, ma n<Si phong phoc, hay Vo cung. Nhi 6ng d 
trin gac ngo hem rue des Artisans, phia dUcfng Chio Mu6'i 
(rue des Marins) trd v6. 

Tja Ma Yeng, tuc danh Ma chin Danh, ho Ta, giau 
c6 danh trong Cho Ldn, vin van va v.v... 

Nhifng nhtm vit diln hinh thcfi loi nim 1920, c6 le la 
Quich Dam. 


Qu£ch Dam 

Xuat thin mua bin ve chai. Sau kim them mua da 
triu, vi ci va bong b6ng ci. Ngay ngay tha rong ling 
xom, hai gid tre tren vai, quin bao mua gi6. Bu6i trua 
Dim thtfbng nim nghl lung hing ba pho trong, ghe phen 
bi mot phu vac lua lam kho, moc tui Dim liy giau giay 
thue thin de chet Dim chuQC nim xu mot hao, m6i bufa'cd 
du tien ud'ng tri giac trua. Nhu vay mi Dim khong thii 
hiem, khi die thii Dim tim cho duqc anh phu, in cin mcfi 
ve cho lam cip ring xep bon vie lua, khong khic chuyen 
Han Tin doi dai vdi ten ic thu dcri Tay Hin. Dim nhef 
lanh trl, nhap gidi thuong mai thay vi$c mau le hem ai, 
nen lim giiu cap toe. Dim hut nha phien dem ngiy, din 
khong tit, giao thiep lira toin quan to, tham chi Thong 
dob Nam Ky Cognacq, lim cao' khong ai co, the mi cung 
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ha minh cau than vdi Dam. Dam mua dat vung Binh Tay 
nguyen lh dat rupng, mua xong Dam nghi ra mot ke dl 
bien dat rupng tror nen dat tho trach chau thanh. B&m hy 
sinh mot so" von to tat, tu minh xuat tien due mpt chp 
ciment cot sat vi dai, nay vSn con do so va kheo leo, quen 
goi Chp Qudch Dam (Binh Tay) (1). Doi lai cm kia, Dam 
xin Chanh phu dat tupng dong cua Dam noi cijfa chanh 
mon. Tupng do D^m xuat tien due nan, an van trieu phuc 
Man Thanh, non nho, do ngdn phu tren mot chiec do 
thung, d&u de him, tay cim mpt ban do, dudi be da tr4ng 
c6 m£y con giao long bang dong phun voi niitfc bac. Chp 
xdy roi, chung quanh do, Ddm dung nhd lau kieu pho" 
buon bdn va toa rap vdi Chanh phu Phap dinh ddi Chp 
Ldn ve day, trude dep chp' cu xau xf, sau md mang thanh 
pho" cho th&m trang le khong ngcf dia lpi chUa thuan, them 
dan cU thud ay khong dupe dong due nhu bay gid, vd lai 
cac thuemg gia Hue kieu da yen npi yen ch§ cung khong 
muon ddi pho mdi xa xu6i them hao ton: Ddm thdt bai 


(1) V4 cliuyen. Cho Quach Dim, ngiy 12-4-1961, 6ng Bic si Dien Huong, v4 
an tren Da Lat (nay d£ tif trail) c 6 vi£t cho tic gia mpt btfc tho, nay xin 
ding nguyen vin de cong lim: Luc do Chinh Tham bipn Cho Ldn 

thay Cho Cu (d chd nen nha Bull dien Chef Ldn hi&n thdi) nhd hep, 
khong du cho ban hang nh6m cho, va cung khdng muon mof mang chau 
thanh, mdi kiem dat xa Cho Cu cat mpt cai cho mdi cho rong cho ldn. 
Ong biet c6 mot 6ng dien chu d chiu thanh ngOdi Viit Nam dan Phip, cd 
dit rong ldn, mdi mdi den hoi mua. 6ng dien chu nay khdng th&y rong 
nghe xa, tilting la gip cO hoi lien iftig thuin mua vdi mot gia m£c qui 
toting toong... Ong Q.B nghe bi£t chuyen do, lien cho ngudi d£n dang mpt 
mieng dat rong hon (chd cho ngay nay) khdng ddi tien, chi ddi dope phdp 
cat pho va sip chung quanh cho, d£ sau nay cho mtfdn... ong Chinh le tat 
nhien chiu lien... 1 * (Dien Huong). 
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mot phan nhi/ng khong liy do lam mot moi lo. 

Be thay manh ldi gan da cua Bam, kd ra day mot ty 
du: 

Mot nim no, Bam sai.mua lua khip Luc Tinh chcr ve 
trfif ngap kho ngap chanh trong Chu Ldn, chi ngay chuyen 
sang thi truing Tin Gia Ba. Xay ra dau tin ben Singapore 
gdi qua cho hay lua oi va sut gia! Cti di niy, lua cua Bam 
du trQ da mat ldi mi con phai chiu 16 la, so tiln hao hut 
kh6ng the tifomg tuang. Bam vin binh tmh nhu thudng, 
lai ra mat linh cho bon tay sai Luc Tinh cuf tiep tuc mua 
lua them mai, gia y cUu le, nhu khong co viec gi xay den. 
Ching nhQJiig vay, Bam c6n ho hao day cU mua gia c6 the 
cao hon trudc moi ta mot vi dong xu de ngutri bin ham lcfi 
khong ban cho nguori khac. Mot mit, Bam gdi mit thtf cho 
dai dien bin Tan Gia Ba can dan tong sang day mot dien 
tin khin cap don dai ring lua sip vot gii lin cao hcfn 
ntfa... Qua nhiin, cac nhi buon lua canh tranh vdi Bam, 
tuy kinh nghiem c6 thUa, nhung khong thoat ducfc quy ke 
cua Bam. Cic chanh un un xum nhau mua lua vdi gia cao 
de co du s6" in thua cung Bam. Ding nay, tuy nim hut i 
phien, nhung Bam vin len sai bo ha bin do ban thio lua 
du trtf bay lau ra gan sach kho. Luc Bam bin xong, cac 
nha buon kia cung via ngung mua, thim biet mic mUu 
doc. Cac nha buon da chia nhau mua lua cua Dim, chia 
nhau ginh lay su 16 la cua Bam, vi phen niy hu hon. 
Bam nam hut cUdi thim “ke muon ten” cua Gia Cit Khong 
Minh lam ram mi tham thuy vo cung, va ngay nay vin 
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Kl ra Dim ri't nhiiu ccf miru, vi trong thifong gidi 
qua Dim li mpt tay lqi hai. Dam tuy li mot khach tru 
khdng miy ai'biet nhieu, nhtfng ai biet dope Dam cung 
deu cau thin de c$y nhi nhiiu viec. Mot h6i vien hoi 
dong quin hat chd mla cay den ban cho Dim ngoi chb 
Dim hut, da thUa kinh ne c6n han vao chau Thing doc, 
de chi? De Dim vui da, khdng mua cao len va xu vi mua 
gap do mia khoi “roqu” vi mat cin, dtfqc them dong nio 
hay dong nay. 

Vl sau, Dim giau qua, xoay qua durng bao lanh 
(avaliser) cho con no. nhi bing “Dong Duong Ngan hing”. 
M6i lan xin chuf k5r bio chdng, phii chiu cho Dim m<5t 
hue hong da quy dinh trifdfc. Di dau gip nim kinh te 
khung hoing cic nhi buon vd no khong du sdc tri bac 
vay, nhi bing phit mai sir sin, I6i kio nhi ho Quich sup 
do theo luon. 

Nhi bu6n Quich Dim lay hieu “TH6NG HIEP”, tru 
si d Quai de Gaudot, nay li dai 16 Khong Tuf, nhung thdi 
ay cin li mQt con kinh chiTa lap. 

TUcfng truyen khi sap phit tich, Dam den nhi mot 
thay Tiu cho chuf hieu. 6ng thay Tiu ngoi them doing 
viet lien Tet thung dung hoi Dam lim nghe gi? Dim thifa: 
“Mua ban da trau va vi ci chi di xuf ngoii”. Thiy Tiu suy 
nghl giay phut roi viet cho hai chG: “THONG HIEP” chO 
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“TH6NG THtfCfNG SON HAI (trdu: son; ca: hai) 
“HIEP QUAN CAN KHON” 

Thi|t la tuyet dieu! Dam mting khip khdi, khic bang 
phet son thep vang. 

Qud that tit dsiy vi§c lim §n cua Dam ngiy mot 
phAn chAn, thinh vitcfng kh3p bien Dong nui Vi#t. So" tiln 
lcfi khong xiet ke. Kh6i n6i, tit d6 nSm nao Dam cung 
khong quen cong ong thay TAu cho chit. 

Den chitng bi nan kinh te, gia tAi sup do, DAm khong 
trach nhA buon do minh bao lanh sai lcfi, de minh “ohet 
theo m6t be”. Dam chi cam thu ai kia da lap con kinh 
tritdc nhA, lam hit “phong thuy”. Dam dinh ninh tin tudng 
vAo ldi thdy dia ly nim xita, day rang ch6 DAm ding do la 
“ddu mdt con rong”, khuc du6i nAm tai bien ci! Din coi 
chitng difng cho lap kinh, tuTc ldp mach r6ng, vA neu m6t 
mai mach r6ng kho can, nguy cho co nghifp ho QuAch. 

i 

Phd liu cho Quach Dam buon ban thud ay, Dam 
mitdn m6i thing den ba trim dong bac. Dim nAi mua l£n 
nhitng dng chu khong img ban. Dim dit tien neu muon 
xdy cd't bao nhieu nha to dep lai kh6ng ditdc, nhitng Dam 
vin tin “cudc dd"t lAm an kha”, mAc bao nhi£u cflng khdng 
ne, vA ching khting bo cuoc the" ay de di ch6 khic: lap con 
kinh “sanh mang”, Dim gian.cung phai! 

Quach Dam chet, dam ma ldn khong dim nAo bAng. 
Ban dita khdng the dem. Du thut nhac TAy, Tau, Ta, Mien... 
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Khdeh di dtfdng c 6 vipc miln noi got theo dam ma vai 
bifbc la co ngufri 11 phep d£n dang mot ly mfdc dda hay la 
ve vk rieng t£ng mot quat giay co kem mot tam giay 
“ngiu” (nara ddng bac) den-cm co long dua don! 

Mot phu gia giau sang bac ay, ma nay con gi? Gan 
chua Gidc L&m trong Chq Ldn thuoc ranh tinh Gia Binh, 
mot ngay mbi day, toi thay mpt bay bo siifa dufng an co 
tren mot ngoi mo co ve hung trang nhifng tro troi dieu 
tan. Canh ben mbt dam ruong kho chtfa mot ddng rac to 
bang dong rdc chiia v6 b6, ruoi mudi Ibn xanh bay vu vu 
nhtf dam nhac hdn don. 

Bia the “hffu bach ho” khong con; “ta thanh long” vk 
ruong no dang lap con chang la bay bb nhcrf co gan ddng 
rdc va mb ruoi l&n, Ky la hien trang ngay nay cua mo 
phan “phong thuy” ong THONG HIEP. 



